
 
 

July 2017 Good Reads Book Club Reading Suggestions 

 
For the July 5th meeting we read That Summer by Lauren Willig. There were two storylines, one 
taking place in the present and the other in the mid-1800s. It was interesting because some of 
us preferred one of the storylines over the other. Lauren Willig also writes the “Pink Carnation” 
series of historical spy novels (with a side of romance) that looks kind of intriguing, and was 
inspired by the Scarlet Pimpernel. I have not read any of them, but they look fun. 

 

Marianne read: 

The Kitchen House by Kathleen Grissom. A fabulous book. It was a pick of the Montville book 

club. It’s about a sea captain who rescues a young girl and takes her home to live on his 

plantation. At the plantation, she meets a little black girl about her age (who is a slave). The book 

explores the different paths of the two girls’ lives.  

Return to Sullivan’s Island by Dorothea Benton Frank. A disappointing sequel that tells the story 

of the daughter of the family we met in Sullivan’s Island. The writing was a bit high-schoolish, 

and there was some random supernatural stuff that really didn’t add anything to the story.  

Lilac Girls by Martha Hall Kelly.  A wonderful read and unputdownable. A bit difficult to read, 

because it relates a horrible story of life within a concentration camp during World War II.  It 

follows three women from between 1939 to 1959. The ending was very solid and did not 

disappoint. 

Dottie read: 
 

The Last Mile by David Baldacci. This is the second book in the Amos Decker series (after 
Memory Man). A good read. Baldacci is pretty consistently good.  
 

Killing Lincoln by Bill O’Reilly. This is nonfiction. It was really enjoyable. 
 
Pat read: 
 

Chaos by Patricia Cornwell. It was a Kay Scarpetta thriller. It was ok, but certainly not a great 
read.  
 

Golden Prey by John Sandford. Another really good mystery featuring Lucas Davenport. 
 

The Horse Dancer by Jojo Moyes. An interesting book about the relationship between a 
teenaged girl and her grandparents, and with the horse they buy for her.  
 

The Girl Before by J. P. Delaney. Kind of an odd thriller featuring two women who are renting an 
apartment from a creepy architect. (Who could guess that the architect would turn out to also be 
a killer? Oh, let’s see…. EVERYONE, except the two women renting the apartment.) 
 
Becky read: 
 



 
Since We Fell by Dennis Lehane. A twisty psychological thriller. Can’t remember what it was 
about, but liked it! 
 

The Fix by David Baldacci. The third in the Amos Decker series. It was good, but Becky felt the 
ending stumbled a bit. 
 

Golden Prey by John Sandford. Liked it. (although maybe he could have thrown in some long 
drives through the cornfields of Iowa - pfft!) 
 

Marathon by Brian Freeman. When a bombing occurs during a marathon, the people who are 
affected make certain assumptions about who the bomber must be, but the truth is very 
different.  
 

The Dry by Jane Harper. Enjoyable. 
 

The People We Hate at the Wedding by Grant Ginder. Very deep and kind of grim, about a 
family and the bitterness between siblings. 
 
Mary read: 
 

Camino Island by John Grisham. I liked this more than the last few he’s written.  
 

The Silent Corner by Dean Koontz. Read this on Angie’s recommendation. It was really good, 
but dang, I sure hope our U. S. government is not as corrupt and horrible as the U. S. 
government portrayed in the novel. I did feel that, with the amount of times Jane Hawk was 
caught in dangerous & dicey situations, it was a bit unlikely that she would actually survive all of 
them and make it to the end of the (long) book. 
 

Going Into Town: A Love Letter to New York by Roz Chast.  This is by the same author who 
wrote that graphic memoir we read, Can’t We Talk About Something More Pleasant.  I know 
some of us didn’t enjoy that one because the subject matter was pretty grim, but this new book 
started as a series of cartoons to show Chast’s daughter (who grew up in suburban 
Connecticut) how wonderful and interesting the city can be. I loved this, and I  picked up some 
good information about how to navigate the subways and the streets, too. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

June 2017 Good Reads Book Club Reading Suggestions 

   
For this discussion we read All Is Not Forgotten by Wendy Walker, a psychological thriller. Most 
of us liked the book, but some felt it was a little TOO disturbing and did not like it. The narrator is 
a psychiatrist who seems to be trying to help a girl recover from a horrendous rape… but is that 
his true motive? You’ll have to read it to find out.  
  

Marie read: 
Murder Stage Left by Robert Goldsboro. He took over the Nero Wolfe franchise previously 
written by Rex Stout. It was an enjoyable read. 
  

Keeper of Lost Causes by Jussi Adler-Olson. This is the first of the “Department Q” mystery 
series set in Denmark.  
  

Black Rabbit Hall by Eve Chase. Was worried it would be too Gothic but it wasn’t. It was a good 
story. Enjoyed it. 
  

How to get Filthy Rich in Rising Asia by Mohsid Hamin. An interesting book, written as an 
anonymous self-help book with instructions on how to make it in the world. (First stepL move to 
a city. Next step, get an education…)  It tells the story of a boy who follows these guidelines, 
from birth to death. A very different read, and a nice story. 
  

Rachel read: 
The Fix by David Baldacci. 3rd in the Amos Decker series (first was Memory Man). Enjoyable. 
Baldacci is always dependable. 
  

Drained by E. H. Reinhart. Not bad - a mystery featuring an ex-cop/FBI agent. 
  

A Thorn Among the Lities by Michael Hiebert. Can’t remember a thing about it, but there’s a 
“Yes” scribbled by the title, so must have liked it! 
  

Double Cross by Jeffrey Deaver. This is a Kindle Single, so it’s a short story about a heist and a 
murder made very complicated by the presence of a witness… and the driver who thought a 
Porsche would be the perfect getaway car. 
  

Play Dead by Harlan Coben. An early one in the Myron Bolitar series. Enjoyable. 
  

Marianne read:  
The Nest by Cynthia Sweeney. A captivating story, a great read. (Pat chimed in to say she’d 
loved it also.) This was a pick of the Montville book club and generated a lot of interesting 
discussion. It’s basically about the dysfunctional dynamics between siblings, in this case, where 
money is involved.  
  

Sarah’s Window by Janice Graham. A good story, and very interesting. 
  

Everything I Never Told You by Celeste Ng.  The book starts with a teenaged suicide, and 
examines the factors that led to this by looking at  family dynamics and cultural norms of the 
family, and how her upbringing might have contributed to her ultimately fatal choice. 



 
  

Girls in the Garden by Lisa Jewell. Totally picked this book by the cover, it had a great 
cover.  Set in a gated British community with a communal garden, where everyone knows each 
other and they all think their children are safe. (Spoiler alert: they’re not.)  Amazon’s review 
compares this writer favorably to Liane Moriarty or Paula Hawkins.  
  

Sullivan’s Island by Dorothea Benton Frank. A fabulous book, picked up by chance at a B&B 
that had a book exchange. Started reading the others in the series as soon as she came back 
from her trip.  
  

JoAnn read: 
The Sleepwalker by Chris Bohjalian.  Loved it, loved it, loved it. (Many of the other book club 
members have also read it, and have liked it too - Marie is reading it right now.) Can you really 
ever overcome or truly forgive evil? The author’s a great storyteller who’s written a thought-
provoking book where the characters have to make some tough decisions.  
  

No Middle Name by Lee Child. A bunch of Reacher short stories. Some were very good, some 
not so much. A quick read. 
  

One True Loves by Taylor Reid.  JoAnn read this on her daughter’s recommendation. Her 
description of what the book is about sounded intriguing (there’s a girl, she’s happily married, 
her husband dies and she spends years going through the grieving process. When she finally 
meets another man, their marriage is already arranged when the first guy comes back. She’s a 
different person now than the girl who married the first husband. Who will she choose?) but her 
review was three words: “It was okay.” 
  

Sheila read: 
The Traitor’s Wife by Alison Pataki (thanks to Marianne for the recommendation!).  Well-written 
historical fiction that didn’t get too bogged down in detail, like some others. It made you want to 
learn more about the main character, Benedict Arnold’s wife. The storyline was good.  
  

The Charmers by Elizabeth Adler. Loved the beginning, and it was a good read throughout most 
of the book, but the ending was very disappointing. 
  

Guilty Minds by Joseph Finder.  An excellent read. He’s a good dependable thriller writer like 
Baldacci. 
  

Belgravia by Julian Fellowes.  Started this, haven’t finished yet, but loving it. 
  

Pat read: 
Echoes in Death by J. D. Robb.  What a surprise, a serial rapist/killer is on the loose. Enter Eve 
Dallas. 
  

Bone Box by Faye Kellerman. In New York State, Detective Peter Decker’s wife Rina stumbles 
across some old bones. As Decker and his partner investigate, they slowly begin to realize they 
are dealing with…. yes, a serial killer. 
  

The Nest by Cynthia Sweeney. This was the best one Pat read this month. 
  

Fatal by John Lescroart. It was okay. 



 
  

Irene read:  
Murder in St. Germain by Cara Black. A very fun, interesting, easy read. 
  

The Counterfeit Agent by Alex Berenson. Enjoyable and interesting, this thriller features 
espionage agent John Wells.  
  

Eagle Catcher by Margaret Coel. A book of short stories featuring the Arapaho Indians. A tribal 
lawyer and a priest are the detectives in this series. Enjoyed it so much, she checked out 
another book in the series.  
  

Dottie read: 
The Art of Hearing Heartbeats by Jan-Philipp Sendker. A poignant and inspirational love story 
spanning the decades between the 1950s and now. A prominent lawyer suddently disappears. 
His family stumbles across a love letter he’d written to a Burmese woman years before. The 
adult daughter goes looking for him in Burma. What she finds is the story of her father’s other 
life. A tearjerker.  
  

The Wrong Side of Goodbye by Michael Connelly. Former cop Harry Bosch hangs his shingle 
as a private investigator. An elderly billionaire contacts him with the request to track down a 
woman with whom he’d had a relationship long ago, who was pregnant with their child when she 
disappeared. There are no other heirs, so if the child is alive, they will be the sole heir. There’s a 
lot at stake. 
  

Memory Man by David Baldacci. This is the first Amos Decker thriller. After returning from a 
stakeout and finding his family brutally murdered, police detective Amos Decker ends up on the 
street. His photographic memory will never let him forget anything about that night. But who was 
responsible for the killings? 

  

Angie read:  
Never Let You Go by Chevy Stevens. Although it was a good thriller, Angie feels that it is 
certanly not “gripping or compelling,” as blurbed by Gillian Flynn on the cover.  
  

Find Me by J. S. Monroe.  A thriller about a disappearance, an investigation and a government 
coverup. A good book for those who liked Girl on a Train or that kind of thing. 
  

The Twelve Lives of Samuel Hawley by Hanna Tinti. The story of a man who raises his young 
daughter after his wife dies.  Almost as good as The Sleepwalker. The father has terrific 
parenting skills. 
  

The Dry by Jane Harper. An Australian cop returns to his hometown in the drought-stricken 
outback, to attend the funeral of his high school best friend. He left after high school and never 
looked back… but his friend stayed. Drought makes people a bit “off.” 
  

What Lies Between Us by Naomi Munaweera. A disturbing tearjerker of a book, set in Sri 
Lanka. The author was good and Angie recommends it, but the subject matter (child trafficking) 
is very dark and heartwrenching. This was a tough read. 
  

The Silent Corner by Dean Koontz.  A departure from his usual slightly supernatural thrillers, 
this terrific story has a main character called Jane Hawk who is as kick-ass as Jack Reacher. 



 
She is an FBI agent placed on leave after her husband committed suicide. But when she 
realizes he’s not the only one who recently died mysteriously, she begins to investigate. A very 
good political thriller.  
  

Mary read: 
Young Jane Young by Gabrielle Zevin. The upcoming book by the author of “A. J. Fikry.” I liked 
the writing and the characters. The story was interesting - revolving around the fate of a young 
Congressional intern who (you guessed it) has an affair with her boss and is then slut-shamed 
by the world while he walks away unscathed. What would you do in this situation? 

  

The Salt House by Lisa Duffy. A terrific read about a family who has suffered a tragedy, and the 
time they spend trying to heal and recover. Interesting characters, good writing, what could be 
better? 

  

Fallout by Sara Paretzky. The cover says this is the 18th V. I. Warshawski book. I liked it pretty 
well, especially as it was not set in Chicago (V. I. is tracking someone down for a client who 
lives in Chicago), so there were some new and interesting characters.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 



 
 

May 2017 Good Reads Book Club Reading Suggestions 

 

The book we discussed for May 2017 is Station Eleven by Hilary St John Mandel. It was a 
finalist for the National Book Award in 2014. I loved the book and so did two other members of 
the book club, but the rest of us either found it “ehh” or disliked it.   
 

Rachel read: 
Personal by Lee Child. It was good. 
 

Final Cut by Catherine Coulter. A diamond gets stolen, an FBI agent investigates. 
 

The Burning Girl by Mark Billingham. Can’t remember a thing about it, so can’t really 
recommend it. 
 

Bel Canto by Ann Patchett. Didn’t like it, would not recommend it.  
 

Signature Wounds by Kirk Russell. Explosions, drone pilots, an FBI expert trying to figure out 
what happened because a bomb wiped out most of his family. It was pretty good! 
 

Night Bird by Brian Freeman. A psychological thriller in which a detective investigates the 
mysterious deaths of women. Interesting. 
 

Memory Man by David Baldacci. This was the first in the Amos Deckert (the second is The Fix, 
which many of you read already). Enjoyed it. 
  

Marie read: 
Waltzing the Cat by Pam Houston.  This book was on the shelf at Marie’s son’s house. Looked 
interesting, so she picked it up. It revolves around a female photographer and the situations she 
encounters. Good. 
 

Lost Island by Preston and Child. This was one of the Gideon Crew series. The main character 
was in search of a legendary lotus that can heal everything. Disappointing, would not 
recommend. 
 

Great Reckoning by Louise Penny, a very enjoyable read as usual with this author. 
Inferno by Dan Brown. Very good. Enjoyable. 
 

Piranha by Clive Cussler.  
 

Slaughterhouse Five by Kurt Vonnegut. 
 

The Marco Effect by Jussi Adler-Olsson. This Danish author writes about “Department Q,” a 
department devoted to investigating and solving cold cases. A very good read. Not too gory, 
very interesting, and Marie liked all the characters.  
 

O Pioneer by Willa Cather. This is the first book that Marie has read by Willa Cather. It’s the 
story of Alexandra Bergstrom, her relationships with her brothers, and the farm she lives on in 
Nebraska. Marie enjoyed the way it was written -- rhythmic and gentle.  



 
  

Marianne read: 
Family Affair by Penelope Lively. Borrowed book from Sheila last month. It was very good. 
 

Paris Librarian by Mark Pryor. It’s a mystery that Marianne picked because she liked the cover, 
but unfortunately the cover was the best thing about it.  
 

The Necklace by Cheryl Jarvis. Twelve women each pitch in to buy a $37,000 diamond 
necklace. They take turns wearing it. Each chapter is the story of what happens to each of the 
women during the time they wear the necklace. A similar feel to Nine Women, One Dress. This 
was a recent Montville Library book club choice. 
 

The Residence: inside the private world of the White House by Kate Brower. Nonfiction, talks 
about what goes on “behind the scenes” in the Whitehouse. Marianne said it’s fantastic.  
 

Fifth Avenue Artists Society by Joy Calloway. Liked the cover. This time the book matched the 
expectations generated by the cover -- a very good read. 
  

JoAnn read: 
The Charmer by Elizabeth Adler. France, food and love… a good read.  
 

Dark Road Home by Anna Carlisle. It was probably good, but it didn’t stick. No idea what it’s 
about. 
 

Devil’s Triangle by Catherine Coulter. The main characters are looking for the Ark of the 
Covenant. It’s a very good thriller. 
 

Burial House by Jeffrey Deaver. This book features Lincoln Rhymes, the wheelchair-bound 
investigator. Great characters, an excelleng story with an unexpected ending. A book that keeps 
you thinking. Really enjoyed it.  
  

Sheila read: 
Kept Woman by Karin Slaughter. Usually enjoy her books, but not this one. Didn’t bother to 
finish. 
 

The Innocents by Ace Atkins. A good read, the first in what Sheila hope will become a series. 
 

Mata Hari by Paulo Coelho. A thin book, but interesting if you are interested by the legend of 
Mata Hari. 
 

An Agatha Raisin book by M. C. Beaton. Didn’t really like the characters anymore. Will probably 
not read any more in the series. Prefer the Hamish MacBeth series, which is the other series 
written by M. C. Beaton. 
 

Racing the Devil by Charles Todd. An Ian Rutledge mystery. 
 

Sleepwalker by Chris Bohjalian. Liked it a lot. Plenty of twists & turns, kept you guessing. 
Tea Planter’s Life by Dinah Jefferies. Enjoyable - a good read. 
 

Sisi: Empress on her own by Alison Pataki. A very interesting historical novel based on real 
people. 



 
 

Traitor’s Wife by Alison Pataki. This one is set during the American Revolution and tells the 
story of Benedict Arnold’s wife.  
  

Pat read: 
Guilty Minds by Joseph Finder. A Boston PI investigates the background of a Chief Justice. A 
good read. 
 

A Game for All the Family by Sophie Hannah. A horrible book, don’t waste your time.  
 

One Perfect Lie by Lisa Scottoline. It was ok. 
 

First Comes Love by Emily Giffin. A sad book about how a death can affect a family. 
 

Truly Madly Guilty by Liane Moriarty. Loved it! 
  

Dottie read: 
Sleepwalker by Chris Bohjalian. Thought it was a good read. 
 

It’s Alway the Husband by Michele Campbell. Recommended by Angie. A really good mystery. 
 

Lost City of the Monkey God by Douglas Preston.  Nonfiction. Not recommended. 
 

The Storied Life of A. J. Fikry by Gabrielle Zevin. It was a good story and had a lot of interesting 
characters and even some romance. (Both Dottie and Mary were not too fond of the last 20% of 
the book, but other people didn’t mind it.) 
  

Irene read:  
Louisiana Big Shot by Julie Smith. The first in a series set in New Orleans, and an enjoyable 
read. 
 

And Then You Die by Iris Johansen. “Anthrax and Mexico.” 
 

Rent Collector by Cameron Wright. Based on real events. A family lives in a dump in Cambodia 
and scavenges to try to stay alive. The wife learns to read. Very good and interesting book. 
 

Killer Love by Linda Fairstein. A fashion executive is murdered. 
 

Lost City of Z by David Grann. An interesting, good book. Nonfiction. Enjoyable. 
 

Citizens of London by Lynne Olson. Nonfiction read about the ways in which the United States 
was working with and helping Britain even before we entered the war. A long read, and very 
good. 
  

Becky read: 
The Wonder by Emma Donohue. “If you like this book, we can’t be friends.”  Awful. 
 

One Perfect Lie by Lisa Scottoline. Enjoyed. 
 

Norwegian By Night by Derek Miller. A very good, interesting read. 
 



 
Vicious Circle by C. J. Box. This was a good one. 
 

The Whistler by John Grisham 
 

Most Dangerous Place: a Jack Swytek Novel by James Grippando 
 

Fatal by John Lescroart 
 

Right Behind You by Lisa Gardner. Becky remembers liking this one, but can’t remember what 
it’s about. 
  

Angie read: 
Rise the Dark by Michael Koryta. Sequel to Last Words, featuring private investigator Mark 
Novak. This was a good book and wraps up the story very nicely. 
 

It’s Always the Husband - a very good read. 
 

Written in Red by Anne Bishop. Read this on Mary’s recommendation. Really good. Involves 
werewolves and vampires, so most likely no one else here would like it.  
  

Mary read: 
The Port Chicago 50: Disaster, Mutiny and the Fight for Civil Rights by Steve Sheinkin.  This is 
a nonfiction account of an event that took place during World War II. Lawyer Thurgood Marshall 
(yes, that Thurgood Marshall) worked very hard on behalf of the black men in the Navy who 
were court-martialed for refusing to work in extremely dangerous situations. I learned a lot. Also, 
it was a short read! 
 

Pajama Girls of Lambert Square by Rosina Lippi.  A charming book. Interesting characters, I 
liked the writing -- I didn’t expect to find it so enjoyable.  
 

Who Thought This Was A Good Idea? by Alyssa Mastromonaco. The author worked for 
President Obama during his run for president in 2008, and continued working as his deputy 
chief of staff when he moved into the White House. This isn’t a political book at all, it’s just a 
really interesting look at what goes on behind the scenes and how hard these people have to 
work, to make everything work smoothly. Fascinating. 
  
Mercies in Disguise: A Story of Hope, a Family’s Genetic Destiny, and the Science that 
Rescued them by Gina Kolata.  This New York Times science writer tells the story of a family 
whose members carry a messed-up protein molecule in their DNA, causing extremely painful 
and horrible, drawn-out deaths. Also tells the story of the people who first discovered that a 
protein molecule (now known as a prion) could be responsible for causing disease. (Until then, 
people thought only viruses or bacteria could cause disease.)  
  
  
 

 

 

 



 
 

April 2017 Good Reads Book Club Reading Suggestions 

For the April meeting, we read The Drifter by Nicholas Petrie. This is a thriller about an ex-
military guy who has PTSD. When he reaches out to help out the family of one of his soldiers 
who has recently died, the trouble begins when he finds a dog and a giant suitcase of cash 
under the porch.  Many of us liked this, but some thought it was just “eh.”  It sounded like no one 
actively disliked it at least, so that’s a good thing! If you enjoyed this thriller you might want to 
read the 2nd in the series (same protagonist), Burning Bright. Jo Ann read it and liked it, though 
it’s a bit more violent than the first one. We discussed who we would choose to play Peter Ash 
in a movie. (Hint: NOT Tom Cruise or Matt Damon). Someone suggested that a lesser-known 
actor would allow the audience to get into the story more (and not stop every 4 seconds to think 
“Hey! That’s Tom Cruise!”   I expect the Hollywood studios will soon call on us for more casting 
assistance. I’ll keep you posted. :P 
 
Jo Ann read: 
Jo Ann, unfortunately, has been ill (but feels better now) and therefore she read many, MANY 
books this month. Here they are: 
 
The Whole Truth by David Baldacci. The plot of this book revolves around perception 
management, how there’s this whole industry devoted to making up facts and trying to sell them 
as true. (Fake news! So timely.) 
 
The Tea Girl of Hummingbird Lane by Lisa See.  Marianne had recommended this in January. 
Jo Ann loved the book, so interesting, learned a lot about the culture of a tribal community in 
China, and the deep bonds between mothers and daughters.. 
 
The Rising by Heather Graham and Jon Land. It has aliens in it. Angie, you would love it! Jo 
Ann didn’t like it because she’s not into aliens. (Note: Jo Ann’s husband loved it, though.) 
 
Dead Cold Brew by Cleo Coyle. A fun light read, part of a mystery series set in a coffeehouse. 
Jo Ann enjoyed it partly because she could relate to many of the characters, who were 
NYPD.  The book also includes recipes for the comfort food that the main character makes 
throughout the book. 
 
Echoes in Death by J. D. Robb. Another in the popular futuristic Eve Dallas detective series. A 
fun read. 
 
The Girl in Green by Derek Miller. The story revolves around an American soldier and a British 
journalist in Afghanistan. A hard read, brings to light all the hardship that war and terrorism has 
brought to the Mideast -- in particular, the destruction of family bonds. Jo Ann liked it a lot. Her 
husband, not so much.  
 
Nights of Rain and Stars by Maeve Binchy.  A fun, typical Maeve Binchy read.  
 
Order to Kill by Kyle Mills, who took over the Mitch Rapp series after Vince Flynn’s untimely 
death. A really good political thriller. Mitch Rapp is a favorite character of Jo Ann. 



 
 
Never Never by James Patterson.  “Australia. A desert. Mines, Detective Harry Blue.” 
 
Gone for Good by Harlan Coben. A marvelous read, particularly since it was set in nearby 
Livingston and Jo Ann recognized a lot of the places that were referenced in the book. 
 

Pat read: 
Two Liane Moriarty books, Big Little Lies (a fabulous read, the HBO show did a pretty good job 
with their miniseries adaptation) and What Alice Forgot, in which Alice passes out and bashes 
her head during a spin class. When she comes to, she thinks she is 10 years younger and has 
to wrestle with the fact that the person she’s become in those 10 years is not someone she 
really likes. Angie and Mary liked this one too. 
 
Today Will Be Different by Maria Semple. The cover mentioned the word “hilarious.” This terrible 
book was definitely not hilarious. The main character was a horrible unpleasant person. Not 
recommended. 
 
The Nowhere Man by Gregg Hurwitz. This is the second book in a series (I think most of us 
read the first one, Orphan X).  Jo Ann liked it. Neither Pat nor Mary liked it (Mary didn’t get past 
the first quarter of the book). Very violent. 
 
Insidious by Catherine Coulter. Featuring recurring FBI investigators Savage and Sherlock. It 
was a good way to pass the time.  
 
Angie read: 
The Sleepwalker by Chris Bohjalian. Would recommend this book. It’s not as depressing as 
some of his other books, more of a mystery. A woman with a history of sleepwalking disappears 
one night. Everyone tries to figure out what happened to her. A great book. Great characters 
and a great twist at the end, “Whoa! What just happened?!” 
 
Small Great Things by Jodi Picoult. An interesting concept but Angie found the book a little too 
preachy. She also did not care for the way the story was told in alternating viewpoints of 
different characters. 
 
The River At Night by Erica Ferencik. Four longtime friends decide to do a whitewater rafting 
vacation in Maine, though none of them have experience with the sport. They’re prepared to be 
in the woods and out of touch for a week… but then their guide is killed, and they have to find a 
way out… A fast-paced enjoyable thriller. 
 
Turning Point by Freya North.  This one’s a real tearjerker. Two single parents from different 
continents fall in love. How do they maintain their relationship? Great characters, a sad story, 
and a lot of redemption at the end. 
 
Silent Sister by Diane Chamberlain. A thriller featuring a family and a missing sister, in which 
everybody seems to be lying. What really happened to her?  
 



 
 
Dottie read: 
Stay Close by Harlan Coben. A stand-alone thriller about a housewife who is not quite what she 
seems. A bit violent, but good. 
No Man’s Land by David Baldacci.  
 
Harry Potter and the Cursed Child. A “sequel” of sorts to the Harry Potter books. This was 
written as a play, so the format was a bit hard to get used to. It’s set 20 years later. Harry is a 
father and his child is attending Hogwart’s.  Dottie felt like Harry Potter was kind of a mean 
father. It was disappointing. 
 
Marie read: 
 
Two James Rollins books, Sandstorm (about the search for a lost city in Oman) and Black 
Order. Lots of action. These books are always exciting and fun. 
 
Selection Day by Aravind Adiga. Two brothers living in poverty in modern-day India are 
groomed by their father to become cricket stars, so they will have a way out of poverty and can 
also support the family. It’s a coming of age story. A good read. 
 
Mary read: 
The Stranger in the Woods by Michael Finkel. A nonfiction account of a man who had been 
living like a hermit for 27 years in the Maine woods, before he was caught stealing supplies from 
a nearby camp. An interesting read.  
 
Grand Central: How a train station transformed America by Sam Roberts.  I wanted to like this 
book better, but I kept getting distracted by abrupt shifts in time, and there was a leetle too 
much detail about stuff I didn’t care about. Still, the first 60 pages were interesting! 
 
A sci fi novel, The Collapsing Empire by John Scalzi and also Kings of the Wyld, a fantasy novel 
whose author I forget, but that doesn’t matter since you aren’t going to read it anyway! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

March 2017 Good Reads Book Club Reading Suggestions 

We met last week to (briefly) discuss How It All Began by Penelope Lively. Reviews were 

mixed, as they are with most of the books we read! For our April meeting we're reading a 

thriller, The Drifter by Nicholas Petrie, and I am hoping most of us will enjoy it. 

Rachel read:  

Julie & Romeo by Jeanne Ray.  Liked it. 

Behind Her Eyes by Sarah Pinborough.  An interesting read, very psychological with a twisty 

end that "will blow you away."  Recommended! 

Mystery Incorporated by Joyce Carol Oates.  A short story about a man who likes to acquire 

bookstores... by killing the current owner. 

Only Witness by Pamela Beason.  A seventeen-year-old single mom stops in at a convenience 

store. While she is inside, her baby is asleep in the back of the car, and a man comes and kidnaps 

the baby. The only witness?.... A gorilla! That's right, a gorilla just happens to be chillin' in the 

white van parked next to the girl's car. (Perhaps the gorilla trainer decided she needed a Slurpee.) 

The gorilla saw the whole thing but struggles to make sense of what it saw, then has to make the 

gorilla trainer understand what's going on. There's a snake... and a tattoo... and don't forget, a 

gorilla! 

Dottie read:  

Night School by Lee Child. 

The Girls by Emma Kline. Not what you'd call a likeable book, but strange and disturbing. Still, 

it was a compelling read, had trouble putting it down. 

Angie read: 

If You Only Knew by Kristan Higgins. A fluffy, good beach read about two sisters and their 

relationships with each other and the family.  

Oxygen by Carol Casella. A medical thriller set in a hospital. It was ok. 

Kitchen House by Kathleen Grissom. Read this for another book club, and could not see the 

appeal. "She was a spineless, fainting heroine!" It was like watching a Southern soap opera on 

the Hallmark channel. 

Pat read: 

Under the Knife by Kelly Parsons.  A medical thriller 

Stalking Ground by Margaret Mizushima. Set in rural Colorado, it features a detective and her 

canine companion as they try to solve a crime... without becoming the next victims. It was ok, 

but not an essential read. 



 
 

Right Behind You by Lisa Gardner.  Not a fan. 

Kept Woman by Karin Slaughter. Liked the characters, but disliked the plot of the book. 

No Man's Land by David Baldacci. "Oh my God, I couldn't put it down, it was fabulous." 

Another great read about John Puller and his brother.  

Sheila read:  

Home by Harlan Coben. The references to places in New Jersey that we know are always 

entertaining. A good read. 

Pushing Up Daisies by M. C. Beaton.  A book in the Agatha Raisin series. They're good books, 

but if you are just starting out, Sheila recommends starting earlier in the series because this book 

assumed you already knew a lot about the characters. 

Wages of Desire by Steven Kelly. Set in the English countryside in 1941. War is raging across 

Europe, but people still do bad things (like murder) in the quiet and quaint country villages. 

Inspector Lamb investigates! 

The Weekenders by Mary Kay Andrews. A fun read for a weekend. 

The Woman in Cabin 10 by Ruth Ware.  Sheila liked it. Pat was heard muttered under her breath, 

"That was the one where she SHARED MASCARA with a STRANGER! Who does that?!" 

Adultery by Paula Coelho. A short book. Sheila was disappointed in the ending, but says Coelho 

is a good writer and keeps you reading. 

Nutshell by Ian McEwan. A short book narrated by a fetus. (Whaaaaat???) A retelling of Hamlet 

in present day, narrated by "to be or not to be" himself, while still in his mother's womb. Sheila 

says it was a good read.  

Marianne read: 

At the Edge of the Orchard by Tracy Chevalier. An excellent historical novel with a good story 

and well written. 

Peony in Love by Lisa See. Absolutely dreadful book based on a 400-year-old Chinese opera 

that takes 22 hours to perform. (Each page of this book felt like it took 22 hours to finish.) Not 

recommended. 

Orphan's Tale by Pam Jenoff. A fabulous book. A great story about the Holocaust. Amazing, 

wonderful and heart-wrenching. 

JoAnnn read: 

Heartbreak Hotel by Jonathan Kellerman.  Stopped reading about halfway through. 

 



 
 

Black Rabbit Hall by Eva Chase.  Gothic is not JoAnn's favorite genre, but this was ok (for a 

Gothic read). 

House Rivals by Mike Lawson. Another in the Joe DeMarco series. A good read, and interesting. 

Nowhere Man by Gregg Hurwitz. The character is still good, but the plot was not as good as the 

first book. The main character is kidnapped early on, and throughout the book, when he is not 

being graphically tortured, he is killing the people who have him prisoner.  Very violent. 

The Prisoner by Alex Berenson. Another John Wells thriller. Feels a little TOO realistic, with 

spies and ISIS and Wells going undercover in prison.... 

The Drifter by Nicholas Petrie. A good read. The main character is interesting and is kind of like 

a Jack Reacher-esque hero.  Also read the second in this series (it just came out in February), 

Burning Bright.  

Mary read: 

China Lake by Evan Delaney. The first in a series of 5 thriller/mysteries. Nice strong, tough 

female hero. 

Nine, Ten: a September 11 story by Nora Baskin. A book about 9/11 written from the 

perspectives of four different twelve-year-olds. Very good read.  

The Mare by Mary Gaitskill.  Skip it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

February 2017 Good Reads Book Club Reading Suggestions 

 
For our discussion we read Julie and Romeo by Jeanne Ray.  It was a pretty light read, so not 
much to discuss! 
 

JoAnn read: 
The Whistler by John Grisham. Typical Grisham, a good read, and a surprise twist at the end 
wrapped up the story nicely. Enjoyable. 
 
Cross the Line by James Patterson.  Typical Patterson, always entertaining. 
 
The Most Dangerous Place on Earth by Lindsey Lee Johnson. No, not hanging from an ice axe 
off Mt Everest or in a submarine 800 feet under the ocean…. The most dangerous place on 
earth is high school, according to this debut novel. Students from wealthy families who’ve been 
provided with all the opportunities, still encounter problems at their high school. The novel 
addresses the pressures on teens, including typical problems (sex with teachers, cheating, 
mean girl stuff) and the new dangers and stress of living under a social media microscope. 
 
Marie read:   
Strangers by Anita Brookner. An older retired gentleman is leading a comfortable life but he’s 
lonely, so he flies to Venice for Christmas. He meets someone on the plane - they meet up 
again in Venice and get entangled. Then a former lover comes back into his life. Which path will 
he choose? An enjoyable novel with a good ending.  
 
Pharaoh Rising by Clive Cussler. Another NUMA adventure 
 
Death of a Macho Man by M. C. Beaton. A Hamish MacBeth mystery. These are always funny 
and enjoyable. 
 
Damage by Dick Francis 
 
Billy Bathgate by E. L. Doctorow. Very descriptive writing. Enjoyable. 
 
Marianne read: 
That Old Cape Magic and Straight Man, both by Richard Russo. He’s a wonderful writer, good 
with language and occasionally funny, but his books always seem to rehash the same issues. 
Not recommended. 
 
The Fire By Night by Teresa Messineo - a great read about two military nurses in WWII. “a 
riveting saga of friendship, valor, sacrifice, and survival combining the grit and selflessness of 
Band of Brothers with the emotional resonance of The Nightingale, says Amazon.” 
 
Chilbury Ladies’ Choir by Jennifer Ryan. The story is good, but the writing lacks elegance. It 
sounds like something written in middle school. “I would recommend it if you’re desperate.” 
 
 
 



 
 
The Tea Girl of Hummingbird Lane by Lisa See.  A fantastic book, really good.  From Amazon: 
“A powerful story about a family, separated by circumstances, culture, and distance, Tea Girl of 
Hummingbird Lane paints an unforgettable portrait of a little known region and its people and 
celebrates the bond that connects mothers and daughters.” 
 
Sheila read: 
The Alchemist by Paolo Coelho. A thin book, very metaphysical. Sheila liked it. 
 
Murder on the Quai by Cara Black. This one’s been making the rounds amongst the group. 
 
Third in the Rose Harbor series by Debbie Macomber. A pleasant read. 
 
Off the Grid by C. J. Box.  A very good story and a good read. Part of the Joe Pickett series. 
 
Robert B. Parker’s Slow Burn by Ace Atkins. This new Spenser novel was written by Atkins, 
who was chosen to continue the Spenser series after Parker’s death. No new ground here, 
typical Spenser. 
 
Lilac Girls by Martha Kelly. An interesting structure, a good book.  
 
Family Album by Penelope Lively. Very well-written, but not plot-driven. More like snapshots of 
different people in a family. 
 
Becky read: 
Missing by James Patterson 
 
Turbo Twenty-Three by Janet Evanovich. Did not meet expectations. 
 
Small Great Things by Jodi Picoult. A disturbing book about racism. A white supremacist couple 
objects to leaving their newborn in the care of a black nurse in the labor/delivery department. 
 
Pat read: 
Penny Jumper by James Grippando. Three short stories about people you didn’t have enough 
time to get to know. Not part of the Jack Swytek series. Not recommended. 
 
Razor Girl by Carl Hiaasen. Wacky -- prepare to laugh your head off. 
 
Night School by Lee Child (latest Jack Reacher, set in 1997 when he was still in the military) 
 
Precious and Grace by Alexander McCall Smith. The latest in the No. 1 Ladies Detective 
Agency series. 
 
Little Girl Gone by Gerry Schmitt. A three-month old baby is kidnapped from under her family’s 
noses. A very good, well-written mystery. (Amazon says this is book 1 of 2 in the Afton Tangler 
thriller series. It got good reviews on Amazon, too.) 
 
Home by Harlan Coben. It was OK, but not a favorite. 



 
 
Off the Grid by C. J. Box. Skillful writer, enjoyable read. You don’t have to read this series in 
order. 
 
Angie read:  
News of the World by Paulette Jiles. A wonderful story, a character-driven book reminiscent of 
True Grit. A 70-year old ex-military guy travels between towns in the West and reads the 
newspaper for groups of townspeople. He is asked to take charge of a young girl, who was 
abducted by Indians at a young age and doesn’t even speak English, and return her to her 
family in Texas.   
 
Fates and Traitors by Jennifer Chiaverini. Historical fiction written around the character of John 
Wilkes Booth, focusing on the women of the story. Chiaverini is a fascinating writer and provides 
a lot of historical detail. A very good story. 
 
Dottie read: 
I Will Send Rain.  This one’s been making the rounds. Dottie liked it - it’s a good read and would 
make a good discussion book. 
 
A Man Called Ove by Fredrik Backman. Enjoyable! 
 
Mary read:  
The Dry by Jane Harper. Who would possibly want to slaughter a whole family? This is the 
question looming over a small, drought-ridden town in outback Australia. Detective Aaron Falk is 
back in town to attend his former best friend’s funeral, but he stirs up more talk because he was 
involved in an unsolved murder case 20 years ago. The townspeople are getting restless. Falk 
and the local detective try to solve the mystery.  
 
Lost City of the Monkey God: A True Story by Douglas Preston. Preston is one-half of the 
writing team that writes the Pendergast mysteries. Here, he details the search for (and then the 
initial exploration of) a lost city in the jungles of Honduras. He also theorizes about what could 
have happened to the ancient people who lived in these cities (they were not Mayan or Aztec).  
Really well-written and interesting. 
 
Vietnam: A History of the War by Russell Freedman. This short book targets “young adults,” so 
it’s at a good level for me, because I just wanted to gain a basic perspective. The book lays out 
the facts in a very concise, understandable way and I gained a much better perspective of the 
factors leading up to the Vietnam War, the viewpoint of the Vietnamese people, and the politics 
involved (both in Vietnam, and in the U. S.).  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

January 2017 Good Reads Book Club Reading Suggestions 
 
For the January 2017 meeting we read The Life and Times of the Thunderbolt Kid by Bill 
Bryson. It is his memoir about growing up in the Midwest in the 50s. Most of us enjoyed it, 
brought back good memories of our childhoods. 
 

Angie read: 
Lilac Girls by Martha Kelly. A very good book, well done and would recommend. A very difficult 
book to read because it’s a story of three women during World War II  and what happened to 
them.  
 

Feed by Mira Grant. A recommendation from Mary. “No comment.” 
 

The Neapolitan Quartet by Elena Ferrante. Angie finished it at 7:13 PM on January 2nd, 2017. It 
was a struggle, very wordy and flowery. Angie found herself getting involved with the characters 
even though they were unlikeable. Was impressed with how the author tied up loose ends and 
brought everything together at the end. 
 

Rachel read: 
The Last Song by David Archer. It’s part of a series featuring Sam Pritchard, PI/singer. 
Apparently not very good, because Rachel’s only comment was, “I’m done with these.” 
 

Black Rabbit Hall by Eva Chase. A young woman wants to rent a great mansion for her 
wedding. When she visits Black Rabbit Hall, things seem strangely familiar. The old woman who 
lives there has lived there a long time. The story switches between the girl’s point of view, and 
the story of the family who lived there and what happened to them. Really enjoyed this one.  
 

Murder Takes Patience by Giacoma Giamateo. A thriller whose two main characters find 
themselves on opposite sides of the law. This was book 3 in the series and it was interesting, 
but maybe not interesting enough to continue with the series. 
 

Crashers by Dana Haynes. Interesting thriller, learned a lot about how plane crashes are 
investigated.  
 

Before The Fall by Noah Hawley. (By the way, Hawley is a writer and has written for TV shows 
Bones and Fargo). A plane crashes and only a young housepainter and a boy survive. The 
painter at first was portrayed as a hero, but then things got twisted and there was a lot of 
negative media coverage. What actually happened? 

 

JoAnn read: 
The Boston Girl by Anita Diamant. Many of us have also read this book, it’s very enjoyable. 
 

Marianne read: 
Bridge of Sighs by Richard Russo. Great, but 527-page great. Beautifully written but it sort of felt 
like a school assignment because of the book’s length. 
 

 
 



 
 
The Fire By Night by Teresa Messineo. A terrific book. Two friends train as nurses to serve 
during World War II. Their assignments take them to different places - one to Europe, the other 
to Hawaii.  Each of them face different challenges. A really good book, it was fabulous! 
 

Sheila read: 
The Whistler by John Grisham. It was enjoyable! Featured a female protagonist. 
 

No Man’s Land by David Baldacci. This is one of the John Puller series and was a fun, quick 
read. 
 

Keep You Close by Lucie Whitehouse. Read past the first chapter, because it becomes a really 
good read and quite surprising. Warning, there are lots of characters to keep track of. 
 

Truly Madly Guilty by Liane Moriarty.  The event occurred at the barbeque. But what happened? 
You don’t find out until the second half of the book, which has a much quicker and more exciting 
pace. 
 

A Great Reckoning by Louise Penny. Another in the Inspector Gamache series, just as good as 
the others. 
 

The Trespasser by Tana French. Became a real page-turner about ⅓ of the way through. This 
is one in a series, and Sheila liked the earlier ones In the Woods and A Faithlful Place a bit 
better. The series focuses partly on the psychological backstory of police officers investigating 
crimes in Dublin. 
 

Becky read: 
No Man’s Land by David Baldacci.  
 

Behind Closed Doors - a really creepy book. A husband holds his wife hostage. (Aside: If it 
creeped Becky out, there is no way I will be reading it!) 
 

Pat read: 
Home by Harlan Coben - very good. 
 

Debt to Pay by Reed Coleman. After Robert B. Parker died, Reed Coleman continued the Jesse 
Stone series. This is the latest in that series, and very good. 
 

Out of Bounds by Val McDermid. This author’s a favorite of Pat’s. She writes lots of great twists 
and turns into her books.  
 

Small Great Things by Jodi Picoult. The story about a black nurse working in a maternity world, 
and how she handles racist behavior by a patient. Really makes you stop and think. 
 

Without Mercy by Jefferson Bass. It’s about something called “the Body Farm” in Tenessee. 
“Horrific, but couldn’t put it down.” 
 

Escape Clause by John Sandford. “The one about the tigers.”  JoAnn added, “Oooh, that had a 
great ending.” 
 



 
 
Irene read: 
The Tea Girl of Hummingbird Lane by Lisa See. Enjoyed learning more about the culture, but it 
wasn’t as good as her first, Snow Flower and the Secret Fan. 
 

A Man Called Ove by Fredrick Backman. Really enjoyed this book. Felt a bit sad for the main 
character. 
 

Turbo Twenty-Three by Janet Evanovich. What are they up to no? Well, Lula runs off with an ice 
cream truck and there’s something about Grandma Mazur and a motorcycle… and Stephanie 
still hasn’t chosen between Morelli or Ranger.  A very fun Christmas read.  
 

Mary read: 
Flat Lake in Winter by Joseph Klempner. A mentally handicapped young man is charged with 
the brutal murder of his grandparents. All signs point to his guilt, but his court-appointed defense 
lawyer is not so sure.  I really enjoyed this one - it was interesting and well written.  
 

Arcadia by Iain Pears.  This one is hard to describe - it begins in England in 1963 and the plot 
involves time-travel. It’s very well-written and, once you get into it, hard to put down. But I 
probably lost your interest once I mentioned the time-travel aspect, didn’t I?  
 

Hamilton: The Revolution by Lin-Manuel Miranda. Very interesting, including the libretto plus 
interviews with Miranda and the other creators. In early February Pat is going to visit her 
daughter in Chicago and they’re going to see Hamilton - can’t wait to hear about the trip. 
 

Babylon’s Ashes by James S. A. Corey. Book 6 in the Expanse series. This is a “space opera,” 
which means that the plots are very similar to regular fiction, it’s just that they also involve laser 
beams, spaceships and aliens. (Wait, where are you going? Come back here! It’s good!) 
 

 


