
 
 

January 2018 Good Reads Book Club Reading Suggestions 
 
Our discussion book for January 2018 was Before I Go To Sleep by S. J. Watson. Most of us 
liked it - and also thought that it was a scary, creepy thriller. It was hard to guess who the bad 
guy was - you kept changing your mind. A good read.  
 

For February we’ll read Plainsong by Kent Haruf, which was published to very positive 
reviews  several years ago. One reviewer wrote, “Every sentence, every description is just 
perfect.” Hope we agree! 
 

Marianne read: 
When Breath Becomes Air by Paul Kalanithi. A young surgeon dying of lung cancer writes about 
what medicine means to him now that he’s seeing it from the viewpoint of a patient. Thought 
provoking and depressing - a very good read.  
 

Major Pettigrew’s Last Stand by Helen Simonson. The Montville book club read this one. 
Marianne enjoyed it - thought it was a very good read.  
 

A Gentleman in Moscow by Amor Towles. Last month Irene mentioned that she had a book 
hangover after having finished this book - it felt like everything else paled in comparison. That 
description intrigued Marianne, so she picked it up. She loved it too, and immediately 
recommended it to someone else.  
 

Madeline’s War by Peter Watson. Historical fiction and a love story. An injured soldier returns 
from the front to train resistance fighters who will infiltrate the enemy countries. Madeline is one 
of those who is trained. This is her story. Loved the book, highly recommended it. Someone 
else took it home, so we’ll see what they think after they read it. 
 

The Alice Network by Kate Quinn. A gripping, heart pounding tale set soon after World War II. A 
woman is trying to find out what happened to her beloved French cousin during the war, and 
tracks down the person who can help her find out -- a spy who’d been active in World War I and 
also in World War II. Gripping, heart pounding. 
 

JoAnn read: 
Young Jane Young by Gabrielle Zevin. A good read, and a nice antidote to grim detective 
stories. Jane Young does something stupid when she is young and ends up in a debacle of 
shame. The story is about her hard journey to reinvent herself. The story was told well, with 
humor and care. (Note: this author also wrote The Storied Life of A. J. Fikry.) 
 

The Identicals by Elin Hilderbrand. A similar story as Young Jane Young - twin sisters try to 
reinvent themselves by switching lives. An adult version of The Parent Trap? An enjoyable read. 
 

Count to Ten by James Patterson. Takes place in India with Jack Morgan, the hero from the 
Private novels. It was difficult to keep all the characters straight because all the names were 
very unfamiliar.  
 



 
 
Enchantress of Numbers by Jennifer Chiaverini. Historical fiction about Ada Lovelace, the 
daughter of Lord Byron. Her demanding mother controlled her entire life and steered her into a 
career in mathematics. Lovelace worked with Charles Babbage to work out the math and design 
of the first machine calculator (the Difference Engine). She is known today as the first woman 
computer scientist.  
 

Deep Freeze by John Sandford. A Virgil Flowers mystery set in Minnesota. Virgil Flowers is a 
wonderful character and the novel was a lot of fun. 
 

All is Not Forgotten by Wendy Walker. A good book, though (ironically) apparently not 
particularly memorable… because it was our discussion book back in June. Well, JoAnn liked it 
this time too. :) 
 

Pat read: 
Dead Fall by Linda Fairstein. Pat likes most of Fairstein’s books, but didn’t care for this one. 
 

House of Spies by Daniel Silva. Silva is always a good read but the book was very intense, 
disturbing. It featured bad situations that you feel could really be happening in the world right 
now.  
 

Seeing Red by Sandra Brown 
 

I Know A Secret by Tess Gerritsen 
 

Midnight Line by Lee Child. Loved it. This is the one where Reacher finds a West Point class 
ring in a pawn shop and tries to locate the owner, which puts him smack into the middle of the 
opioid crisis. 
 

Keep Her Safe by Sophie Hannah. Odd and bizarre. Wouldn’t recommend it. 
 

Irene read: 
The Chalk Man  by C. J. Tudor. This was an advanced reader copy, and is the debut novel 
fromthis author. Irene highly recommended it and passed it along to Becky, who will report back 
whether she liked it. 
 

Christmas Caramel Murder by Joanna Fluke. Always enjoy her books, they are a fun read. 
 

Glass Houses by Louise Penny. The latest Inspector Gamache mystery. Enjoyable! 
 

NYPD Red by James Patterson. A very good read about a pair of detectives in (you guessed it) 
New York City. 
 

The Day The World Came To Town : 9/11 in Gander, Newfoundland by Jim DeFede. This is a 
nonfiction book about all the planes that were unexpectedly grounded after 9/11 and how so 
many of them ended up in this tiny town. The residents rose to the occasion with hospitality. The 
play Come From Away is based on the book. Enjoyable! 
 



 
 
Becky read: 
Turtles All The Way Down by John Green. It’s the new teen book released by the guy who wrote 
The Fault In Our Stars. Becky thought it was overrated. “This book sucked.”    
 

In The Dark Ground by Stuart MacBride. Scottish brogue accents written out on the page are 
difficult to understand. 
 

Before Evil by Alex Kava. This is a prequel for the Maggie O’Dell series. An interesting read. 
 

The Rooster Bar by John Grisham. Liked it better than his previous one, Camino Island, but the 
ending was a little weird.  
 

Charity read: 
The Snowman by Jo Nesbo. Scandinavian thriller featuring Detective Harry Hole. Creepy, scary, 
dark, and very enjoyable. 
 

Mary read: 
Blame by Jeff Abbott. This was recommended by JoAnn last month. Liked the story very much, 
the writing was excellent, but was disappointed by the ending. The rest of the book was so well 
done, I thought the ending was a bit over the top.  
 

The Quantum Spy by David Ignatius. An interesting thriller about the CIA trying to keep other 
world powers from developing quantum computing (which is very powerful). There’s a mole in 
the CIA and you get her perspective, the perspective of the Chinese operative who is running 
her, and an all-American Chinese-American CIA agent who is in the uncomfortable position of 
having his loyalty questioned because of the way he looks. An enjoyable read - there were a 
few technical moments, and I just skipped over them! 
 

The Danger Within Us: America’s Untested, Unregulated Medical Device Industry and One 
Man’s Battle to Survive It by medical journalist Jeanne Lenzer.  A very scary read, and I wish it 
was fiction.  

 


