January 2022 Good Reads Book Club Suggestions
The book we read for this month was The Westing Game by Ellen Raskin. This book was
originally published in 1978 and won the Newbery Medal for the year’s most distinguished
contribution to children’s literature. Our book club members’ reaction to the book was mixed.
Many of us felt that the beginning especially was tough because there were so many characters
to keep track of and it was hard to figure out what was going on. Dottie was glad she stuck it out
because by the middle she started really getting into it, and it was almost unputdownable.
Angie commented that there were way too many characters and it was confusing, so she
wondered why it has been such a popular young adult novel for so long. Mary mentioned that
the protagonist of the book is a teenaged girl, and the book was published way before there was
even a genre called “young adult.” Mary was 9 years old when it came out and re-read it
probably a dozen times, trying to figure out what the heck was going on. It was like a literary
puzzle with a protagonist that was very relatable to kids.
As usual, we didn’t spend much time talking about that book, we quickly moved on to what other
things we’ve read this month.
Vanessa read: Unicorn Club by Suzy Senior. Amy has started a unicorn fan club, but none of
her friends want to participate! This makes Amy sad, so she heads over to her treehouse. And
then! It turns out there are a bunch of unicorns there who want to join her club, which is great.
They all hang out together. Dottie mentioned her 6 year old granddaughter likes unicorns, so
Vanessa said this book might be just the thing. Recommended for 5 to 6 year olds.
Michelle read: The Shadow Land by Elizabeth Kostova. An interesting premise, but it was
painstakingly long and could really have used a good editor. Not recommended.
Miss Iceland by Auður Ava Ólafsdóttir - Michelle said she likes to read at least one book a year
by an Icelandic author, and she’s read a couple of this author’s other books. Apparently, Iceland
is a very literary culture. They give books to each other for Christmas, and their country has the
highest percentage of published authors compared to other countries. Miss Iceland was a
beautifully written book about a confused young girl. A sad book.
The First Rule of Punk by Celia Perez – a middle grade book about a girl who moves to Chicago
with her mom and is finding her place in her new school. She’s very into music and joins a band
with some other kids. A sweet book. Not too cheesy, but also didn’t have content that would be
inappropriate for a 6th grader.
Dottie read Thief of Souls by Brian Kligeborg - liked it. It was a bad month for reading - just
couldn’t get into it.
Margaret has been getting over from being sick, so didn’t read much. Working her way through
a gentle read, the Cedar Creek series.

Also read Something Other than God by Jennifer Fulweiler - a memoir by a woman who grew
up in an atheist household. She has a perfectly good life but always feels there is a hole
somewhere. According to Amazon, “Something other than God is a poignant, profound and often
funny tale of one woman who set out to find the meaning of life and discovered that true happiness
sometimes requires losing it all.” A very good read.
JoAnn read:
Enemy at the Gate: A Mitch Rapp thriller by Kyle Mills. Espionage thrillers are Jo Ann’s bag, she
really enjoys this genre. “Oh no! The world is gonna end if we don’t find the mole in the
government/the suitcase filled with nukes/crisis of the book!” This kind of book is edge of your
seat and keeps your mind off what’s going on in reality.
Upon a Dark Night by Lovesey,Peter– book 6 in the Peter Diamond series (a good read)
The Inheritance – Ross,Joann. This was our grab bag read from December. The billionaire guy
dies and three daughters who have never met each other, he gives them each a share of his
vineyard. The only interesting thing about it is that they all found love.
Diamond Dust by Lovesey,Peter– this is book 7 of the series and a really shocking event
shakes Peter to the core. JoAnn said it was hard to read, and Mary agreed, but it WAS a really
good read. .
Better off Dead by Lee & Andrew Child. It’s a typical Reacher novel, it was good, but the only
problem is there was a lot of time spent in the book talking about techniques of hand to hand
fighting, which was kinda boring.
Game On by Evanovich,Janet. This is the 28th Stephanie Plum mystery and she’s still juggling
the same two guys, still has a hamster named Rex, still keeps getting cars blown up. A silly
book, the exact same plot as the previous 27, some good laughs, and a nice break from life.
Angie read:
Three ARCs, all totally different from what Angie normally reads.Angie would recommend all of
them, she will bring them to our next in-person meeting to pass along.
All the children are home by Patry Francis. JoAnn said she had also read and enjoyed the book,
which is set in the 50s over a period of about 10 year. A childless couple take in 3 foster
children, living paycheck to paycheck. Their life changes when they take in an emergency
foster, who is a scrawny 6 yr old Native American. She thrives in this family and becomes part
of them. The story is told through back stories of all the characters. An excellent read with
wonderful quirky characters, a well developed book and anyone in the group would love it.
Fault Lines by Emily Itami. The main character is a young Japanese housewife who has a good
husband, 2 kids and wonderful friends, but still struggles with depression. At a nightclub, she
meets a restaurateur and begins an affair with him, Eventually she realizes she has to choose
between her daytime life with her family and her lover. A good read, a nice love story.

Damnation Spring by Ash Davidson - a first novel, a little long but good. Takes place in the
1970s in the Pacific Northwest. Shows the struggle of a small family in a logging town. It’s a
hard life. A little sad, but definitely a good read.
Charity read:
Just thrillers, entertaining but nothing reportable.
Mary read:
Was also in a reading slump this month - only read 2!
The Replacement Wife by Darby Kane. Elisa’s happily married but after her friend Abby
disappears without a trace, she begins to wonder…. Could Elisa’s brother-in-law be involved?
He was Abby’s fiance, and it’s only been a few months and now he’s dating someone new. A
twisty psychological thriller, I enjoyed it.
When Dimple Met Rishi by Sandhya.Menon. A fun read about a couple of Indian-American kids
who get off on the wrong foot when they meet at a computer coding camp, but grow closer
throughout the time they’re together. Fun characters, a nice sweet book.

