
 
 

March 2023 Good Reads Book Club 
 

For this month we all read Wish You Were Gone, a thriller by Kieran Scott. Some of us really 

liked it, a few of us thought it was okay, and no one actively hated it, so I’m calling it a win. 

 

 Frank, our newest member, said it was a fun read. A couple of other people really liked it. One 

person damned it with faint praise, saying “not bad – – a run of the mill psychological thriller.” 

Several club members disliked the high-school-clique atmosphere between the three women 

main characters, who were not really very supportive of each other and all had secret motives. 

(Then again, if they were amazingly supportive of each other they’d probably have advised the 

character whose husband was so awful to ditch his butt and divorce him. Then we wouldn’t have 

a murder mystery to figure out. ) 

 

Mary didn’t like the book, because she found the short chapters and the character perspectives 

switching each chapter to be jarring. She found it difficult to care about or engage with any one 

of the characters long enough to care about them. 

 

Since April is National Poetry Month, we will read a short book by Sharon Creech called Love 

That Dog, about a kid who doesn’t see the point of writing or reading poetry. I hope you’ll think 

it’s cute. 

 

Margaret read: 
The language of sycamores, by Lisa Wingate. When a woman’s life falls apart, she finds refuge 

by visiting her sister, in their grandmother's old house, and learns some important things about 

herself and about family. 

 

Storm of the century by Al Roker. This was non-fiction about how the Galveston hurricane of 

1806 I’m sorry 1906 hit Texas and it was a really interesting read. Mary commented that non-

fiction writer Eric Larson also wrote a book about the Galveston hurricane, called Isaac’s storm. 

 

Jewels of the Sun by Nora Roberts. This was Margaret’s Christmas gift from our back grab bag. 

It’s a romance set it in the Irish countryside. The book was right up Margaret’s alley, she enjoyed 

it and was excited to hear there are 2 more in the trilogy. 

 

Angie read  
Two really interesting young adult novels. 

 

The first was The Wild Robot by peter brown. Angie‘s son, who is an engineer,  recommended it 

to her. A sweet, wonderful story, with themes of acceptance and kindness. Loved it. 

 

Now is not the time to panic by Kevin Wilson. In Tennessee, two misfit kids meet during the 

summer - one is an artist, the other a writer. They decide to create a piece of art together. Things  

 



 
 

happen as a result. An excellent read, great characters, a great story, an interesting concept. 

Angie recommends it and thinks it would be good for a book club discussion. 

 

Ms. Demeanor by Elinor Lipman. Enjoyed this fluffy piece of chick-lit. 

 

Boys from Biloxi by John Grisham. 

 

The Secret Keeper of Jaipur by Alka Joshua. Second in trilogy (the first was The Henna Artist) 

and Angie will definitely read the third. 

 

The Last Dance by Claire Macintosh. This excellent thriller takes place in Wales and the UK. 

Highly recommended.  

 

Rachel read: 
The Maid’s Diary by Laura White. A woman who cleans for several rich people has learned a lot 

of their dirty little secrets. Then a murder occurs, and the maid is missing, but who was actually 

murdered? Definitely kept Rachel‘s interest. 

 

JoAnn read: 
Private Games by James Patterson. Set in London during the Olympic Games. “If you like 

Olympics and if you like psychopaths, this is the book for you!“ 

 

The End of Summer by Rosamund Pilcher. Love this author - a quiet, enjoyable, feel good read. 

 

The Third Victim and The Darkest Place, both by Philip Margolin ( the Robin Lockwood series). 

He’s an incredible writer. Writes very good stories with a twist at the end.  

 

Desert Star by Michael Connelly. “I love that guy” says JoAnn! This was a Renee Ballard/Harry 

Bosch collaboration. 

 

The Secrets She Kept by Brenda Novak. This was a grab bag book from a previous meeting. 

Romantic thriller set in Ireland - a guy’s mom dies and he goes back to investigate.  

 

Marianne read: 
Lessons in Chemistry by Bonnie Garmus -  because Becky made her read it… and she really 

enjoyed it! 

 

I am Malala. The autobiography of Malala Yousafzai. This was a pick of the Montville Book 

Club. The first 3/4 of the book were loaded down with a lot of information, politics, the awful 

violent history of Afghanistan. But the last quarter of the book was much more interesting. It 

talks about what happened to Malala and how after the shooting she required extensive surgery. 

 



 
 

Women Talking by Miriam Towes - another pick of the Montville Book Club, got great literary 

reviews. 8 Mennonite women are violated by what they think is a demon. Marianne couldn’t 

bring herself to finish the book or even get very far. Mary confessed that she had also tried it, 

with the same result. 

 

I, Eliza Hamilton by Susan Holloway Scott. Fabulous historical fiction, a really good story. It 

starts out in Morristown and features Eliza Hamilton, the wife of our Founding Father Alexander 

Hamilton. 

 

Pat read: 
The Missing Hours by Julia Dahl. A girl gets drunk at a party, blacks out, is assaulted. Pat didn’t 

care for the book at all. A really depressing story. 

 

Becky read: 
The Silent Sisters, by Robert Dugoni. Becky describes this book, which is part of Dugoni’s 

Charles Jenkins series, as extremely violent  and a little gross, so those of us with weak stomachs 

should definitely stay away. 

 

The Villa by Rachel Hawkins. Becky was disappointed by this, because she usually likes Rachel 

Hawkins, but this psychological thriller was not her best one. 

 

Just the Nicest Couple by Mary Kubica. An engaging, twisty, psychological thriller. 

 

Dorothy read 

Someone Else’s Life by Lyn Liao Butler. An enjoyable thriller, with a really good ending. 

 

The House in the Pines by Anna Reyes. A recent Reese’s Book Club pick. Very good - Dorothy 

did NOT see the ending coming.  

 

Blood Money by David Ignatius. This was Dorothy’s February grab bag book. She didn’t like 

the cover and doesn’t usually like espionage books, but she gave it a try and found she loved the 

book! She thought it was written well and had a great ending. She even did some research on the 

author, and discovered he had been a reporter for a newspaper and is a TV pundit. 

 

Dorothy also read Crime and Punishment by Fyodor Dostoyevsky. I asked why she read it, and 

she said “because I want to get cultured, Mary!” Dottie then replied “What, being in this book 

club isn’t culture enough for you?” We all had a good laugh. Dorothy admitted that the book was 

a bit of a depressing slog and she skimmed a bunch of it…. But she got through it!  

 

The yellow wife, by Sadeqa Johnson. This was Reese‘s February book club pic. This is a 

fascinating story loosely based on Civil War-era slave Mary Lumpkin’s life, She was sold to a  

 



 
 

man named Robert Lumpkin, a jailer in Richmond with a reputation for cruelty, but he loved her 

and tried to save her. 

 

Frank read: 
The Promised Land by Barack Obama. This was the book he wrote after his presidency and was 

published in 2021. Frank was impressed by how well Obama writes. Rachel said she’s reading it 

right now. 

 

A biography of William McKinley. He was actually a pretty important president. He was 

involved in a lot of financial decisions for our country,  and had a large part in figuring out the 

gold standard. He was elected President in 1897 and assassinated in 1901.  

 

The Night Portrait by Lisa Morelli. A wonderful book featuring two characters from different 

time periods. Leonardo Da Vinci’s Woman with Ermine is the connector piece. One of the 

characters was on the Monuments Men team, trying to track down artwork stolen by Nazis 

during World War II. The other character was Leonardo da Vinci himself, who was a struggling 

painter and trying to become better known in the 1500s. Angie read this book also and she and 

Frank agreed, they both loved it.  

 

A J A Jance book. Can’t remember the title right now, but Jance is always a fun read. (Other 

members of the club agreed - we like her books too.) 

 

 

Dottie read: 
Two books this month, but both are part of series and might not be good to read as standalone.  

 

The first book was The Letter Keeper by Charles Martin. This is the second in a trilogy that 

began with The Water Keeper, featuring Murphy Shepherd, who is a priest trying to save people 

from bad situations. The first half of The Letter Keeper was a little slow but it picks up the pace 

and ends well. Dottie’s currently reading the third in the series, The Record Keeper, and will 

report back next month.  

 

The Winners by Frederik Backman. This is the third in a trilogy that started with Beartown and 

then Us Against You. The whole trilogy was about the hockey rivalry between two towns in 

Sweden. Dorothy thought it was a wonderful trilogy and she loved The Winners. She liked how 

the author did a lot of foreshadowing in earlier chapters, so you knew what to pay attention to. 

 

Mary read: 
A lot of trashy stuff probably not worth reporting on, but one really great thriller and that is: 

Exiles by Jane Harper. Harper is an Australian writer who writes great thrillers. This one features 

Aaron Falk, who first appeared in her book The Dry which several group members read a few 

years ago. This was an edge of your seat read and Mary highly recommends.  



 
 

February 2023 Good Reads Book Club 
 
For this month we discussed the book Most Dangerous: Daniel Ellsberg and the Secret History 
of the Vietnam War  by Steve Sheinkin. We all thought it was a great read and really well done. 
Riveting, and very enlightening, learning how much went on that we didn’t know.  
 
Many book clubbers were in their 20s when this whole thing was going on. They learned a lot 
from this book that they didn’t know then. Marianne shared that she and her husband were 
science teachers and he was exempt from service. Angie remembers being in college and going 
to DC for one of the protests, but only because she wanted to find her boyfriend, and she was 
terrified someone from her college would see her and report her and she’d lose her 
scholarship.  
 
Dorothy said she was fascinated but it also felt disappointing in so many people doing wrong 
things. It was upsetting on a number of levels: the lies and deceit, the greed for power even at 
the expense of thousands of lives lost. Five presidents and their staffers were involved in this 
muck, ending with Nixon. Angie mentioned she might want to re-watch All the President’s Men 
(about Woodward and Bernstein and the Watergate scandal) since some of those people were 
mentioned in this book.  
 
JoAnn mentioned a quote that she really liked from the book: “Sometimes the most dangerous 
weapon is the truth.” 
 
Dottie read  
The world of curiosities by Louise penny. This is number 18 in the series, a good book, but not 
the best entry point if you haven’t read the series before. 
 
Our missing hearts by Celeste Ng. A futuristic dystopian story about a 12 year old boy who 
travels to find his mother. An ambiguous ending, not Dottie‘s favorite. 
 
Angie read  
The henna artist by Alka Joshi. This is the first in a trilogy, the final book in the trilogy is coming 
out sometime this spring. It’s set in Jaipur India, the main character starts out as a 15-year-old 
in an arranged marriage. Her mother in law teaches her the art of henna and healing. She finally 
leaves her husband and becomes an elite henna artist in the city of Jaipur. A very good, 
descriptive and interesting book. Looking forward to the next book in the series. 
 
We are not like them by Christine Pride and Jo Piazza. This is about two best friends, one white, 
and one black, who are torn apart by, a racial event. Lots of good characters, a very good book, 
a difficult read, but recommended. 
 
Picture in the Sand by Peter Blauner. Historical fiction based on Cecil B DeMille filming the 
movie 10 Commandments in Egyptian in Egypt. An interesting book, would recommended. 
 
Lucy by the sea by Elizabeth Strout. Good writing, but not recommended.Tedious and 
depressing.  



 
 
JoAnn read. 
The number one ladies’ detective agency by Alexander McCall Smith. Heartwarming, hilarious, 
loved it. 
 
The Thursday murder club by Richard Osman. This was an OK read. Didn’t like it as much as 
many of us did. 
 
Bryant and May off the rails by Christopher Fowler. This is part of a series that Mary 
recommended about two elderly detectives, who try to solve difficult cases in London. It was 
really good. 
 
Long shadows by David Baldacci. The latest in the Amos Decker series. Loved it  - love 
Baldacci’s writing.  
 
No Plan B by Lee Child. A Jack Reacher thriller, a very good story.  
 
A matter of life and death by Philip Margolin. Robin Lockwood is a lawyer and in this book in the 
series, she’s trying to fight for the life of her client. The author of this series was a criminal 
defense lawyer himself, and you can tell he has experience with this kind of thing. Nice short 
chapters, really good, will read another of his. 
 
Marianne was happy to report that all of the book she read this month were great! 
 
The last restaurant in Paris by Lily Graham. It was a little bit complicated because there were six 
generations of people who had similar names, and a flow chart would have been helpful at 
some point, but it was really good. 
 
Mother, daughter, traitor spy, by Susan Elia MacNeal. Historical fiction set in Los Angeles during 
World War II, about a Nazi enclave in Los Angeles, and the mother and daughter who tried to 
infiltrate and expose them. A very enjoyable read. 
 
The maid by Nita Prose. Many of us have also read this book. A good story. 
 
The seamstress of Sardinia by Bianca Pizorno. The author is very popular in Italy, this is the first 
of her books that’s been translated into English. Historical fiction set in 1900, about a lowly 
seamstress woman who got all the gossip and knew what was going on in town because she 
sewed gowns for all the women in town. Really good. 
 
Pat read:  
The man who died twice by Richard Osman, this is number two in the Thursday murder club.  
Senior citizens trying to solve a mystery. She thought it was funny, but also kind of stupid. 
 
Killing with confetti by Peter Lovesey. This is one of the Peter Diamond series that JoAnn read 
last year. Pat liked it too, thought it was a good book. 
 



 
 
Becky read: 
Mad honey by Jodi Picoult. An easy read, liked it. Very topical, as with most of Picoult’s books - 
this one centered around transgender issues. 
 
Carrie Soto is back by Taylor Jenkins Reid. Enjoyed. 
 
Ms. Demeanor by Elinor Lipman. A very good chick lit book. 
 
The librarian spy. Unsurprisingly, this book is about a librarian who is also a spy. A good read. 
 
Dorothy read 
Two books by Amor Towles, one of our group’s favorite authors: A gentleman in Moscow and 
The Lincoln Highway. She enjoyed them both. 
 
She also wants to steer us away from Vladimir by Julia May Jonas. It was a Pulitzer Prize 
winner but was a big giant mess. Felt like a kitchen sink kind of book - the author just threw in all 
of the current tropes and issues. Dorothy’s rating:. “Avoid at all costs.” 
 
The book of lost and found – – enjoyed it. 
 
My policeman. Like this one 
 
It ends with us by Colleen, Hoover, an enjoyable read. 
 
Margaret read:  
Memoirs of a geisha by Arthur golden. Riveting, couldn’t put it down. Really good descriptions of 
what it was like to be a geisha girl at that time., And fascinating. 
 
Mary read: several trashy novels, which don’t deserve to be mentioned here, and is also in the 
middle of reading Fairy Tale by Stephen King, which Angie recommended to her last month. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

January 2023 Good Reads Book Club 
 
For this month’s book club, we read The Extraordinary Life of Sam Hell by Robert Dugoni. It 
was a heartwarming read, and everybody liked it. Several of us had already read it. A good 
story, engaging,and checked all the boxes that define what “a good read” is like. Focused on 
friendships between childhood friends. Reading it has caused several of our members to start 
reading other books by this author. 
  
Dottie read: 
Ink Black Heart by Robert Galbraith, a.k.a. JK Rowling. This book was a huge time commitment, 
1000ish pgs. Dottie was surprised and disappointed that she didn’t love it as much as she 
enjoyed earlier books in the series. She felt that the incorporation of social media and all the 
social media abbreviations detracted from the story, and was also frustrated that by the end, the 
main characters still were no closer to getting together. 
  
Fox Creek by William Kent Krueger. This is the 18th in the Cork O’Connor series set in the 
Northwoods of Minnesota. An enjoyable read. Note: the first book in the series is Iron Lake (but 
there is a prequel to the series called Lightning Strike, featuring Cork O’Connor as a teenager, 
that is also a good place to start.) If this author’s name sounds familiar, it’s because he wrote 
Ordinary Grace and This Tender land, two books that a lot of people in this group liked. 
  
We are the light by Matthew Quick. This was an interesting book, written in the form of letters 
from a man who survived a tragedy to his analyst. Dottie didn’t know where the story was going 
at the beginning, but it slowly comes out in the letters. She liked it a lot, and thought it was a 
moving story about grief. 
  
JoAnn read: 
The Rosamund Pilcher collection – – three good short stories about families and happiness. 
  
Showstopper by Peter Lovesey. This is the latest book in the Detective Peter Diamond series, 
set in Bath, England. A good read, funny. 
  
We need new names by No Violet Bulawayo. Set in Zimbabwe during civil wars. Really good 
description of the tragedies that occurred to villagers in this time period, and what they went 
through in the refugee camps. The main character eventually comes to the US to live with her 
aunt, which is not ideal because her aunt has a lot of problems too. It was a very good read, but 
a heavy one. 
  
Marianne read: 
The Quilter’s Homecoming by Jennifer Chiaverini. This was two intertwining stories - one from 
the 1800s and one in 1925. Chiaverini is a good writer, and the book was very well done. 
Marianne enjoyed it. 
  
Jacqueline in Paris by Ann Mah. Historical fiction about the year Jackie Onassis spent in Paris 
in 1949, and how her love for Paris influenced her later life. It was a very good novel. 
  



 
 
This Tender Land by William Kent Krueger. This was a Montville Book club choice. Marianne 
really loved it, couldn’t put it down, and read it in one day. 
  
Memoirs of a Geisha by Arthur Golden. This was a mostly enjoyable read, but Marianne felt it 
could have been shorter - there were a lot of wordy descriptions of things that could’ve been 
edited out.  
  
Becky read: 
The bullet that missed by Richard Osman. Number three in the Thursday murder club series. 
Becky loved it. 
  
All that’s left unsaid by Tracey Lien. A very good book- sad, and also almost haunting - about a 
Vietnamese immigrant family in Australia. Amazon’s review says: “Alternating between Ky’s voice 
and the perspectives of the witnesses, Tracey Lien’s extraordinary debut is at once heart-pounding 
and heart-rending as it probes the intricate bonds of friendship, family, and community through an 
unforgettable cast of characters, all connected by a devastating crime. Combining evocative family 
drama and gripping suspense, All That’s Left Unsaid is a profound and moving page turner” 
  
Margaret just read Sam Hell this month - it was a busy holiday!  
  
Irene read: 
World of Curiosities by Louise Penny. This was an enjoyable read. 
  
Hamnet by Maggie O’Farrell. The dead son of William Shakespeare. Not recommended. 
  
Daisy Darker by Alice Feeney. An enjoyable psychological thriller. 
  
Mary read: 
  
Showstopper by Peter Lovesey, same as JoAnn - Mary also enjoyed it.  
  
The Ransomware Hunting team by Renee Dudley - an interesting (if geeky) nonfiction book, 
  
This is what it sounds like: what the music you love says about you, by Susan Rogers. Another 
nonfiction book that was pretty interesting. 
  
Ms. Demeanor by Elinor Lipman 
  
The last bookshop in London by Madeline Martin. Enjoyable historical fiction set during World 
War 2.  

 


